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ACTS XVI. 
. That they ſhould ſeekthe Lerdif haply they wit feel ofiie 


him,and find him : though he be not far from every one of 


5; for in bimwe Live,and Move,and have our Being. 


Have ſaid enough in my laſt, ro ſhew che fic 
nels and perrinency of the Apoſtle s Diſcourſe 
to the Perſons he addreſs'd- to : whereby 'K 

; ſufficiently appears.that he was no Babler; as 
ſome of the Athenian Rabble reproached him; not 
a omgwy©., a bulic prating Fellow ; as in another 


Janguage they ſay. Sermones ſerere,” ad Rumores Yt- plays. 
rere in alike mode of Expreſſion; 'that he did nor J7xi. 


talk atrandom, but was throughly acquainted wich 
the ſeveral humors and opinions-of this Auditors. 
And as. Moſes was learned in all. the Wiſdom of the \AZ- 

gyptians, Toit is manifeſt from. ithis Chapter alone, 
it nothing elſe had been now. exranc, that St. Paul 
was a great Maſter in all the:Learning of the Greeks. 
--Qne thing further 1 ſhall:obſerve from the:words 

of the Text, before I:enter\upon the'Subje& which 
1;propoſed ; Thar it :requires'-ſome- Induſtry and 
Cankhideration :to find. Fre. rhe Being of God;"we 
mult-ſeck the Lord;-and feel( after/him, before we'can 
fond kimuby.the Lightof Nature, The ſecarch-indeed 
| A 2 is 


4 A Confutation of Atheiſm 
js not very tedious, nor difficult ; He is not far from 
every one of us ; for in hini we{live,and move, and have 
our Being. The Conſideration of our Mind and Un- 
"derſtanding,which is an incorporeal Subſtance inde. 
pendent from Matter, and the contemplation of our 
own Bodies, which have all the ſtamps and characters 
of excellent Contrivance ; theſe alone, though we 
look upon nothing abroad,do very eaſily and proxi- 
mately guide us to:the wiſe Author | of. all things. 
Buthowever,as we ſee from our Text,ſome Thoughts 
and Medication are neceflaryto;it; anda man may 
poſlibly be ſo ftupid, or wilfully ignorant 'or per- 
verſe; as not to have God inall his thoughts, or to ſay 
_ .; 4 bis-beart, There is none. And this being obſerved, we 
:\ haveaneffetual anſwer to that Cavil of the Atheiſts; 
Who make itan objection: againſt the Being: of God, 
that they do not diſcover him without any: Appli- 
cation, in {pite:of their corruptWills and debauch'd 
Underſtandings. If, fay they,/ſuch a God- as we'are 
told of, had created and:formed us,ſurely he would 
Have lefc upon our Minds a native and indeleble In- 
ſcription of Hinlelf, whereby we muſt needs have 
felt him, even withour-feeking, and believed in him 
-whether we would or no;'So that:theſe Atheiſts being 
conſcious to themſelves, rhat-they;:are void of ſuch 
-Belief, which (they ſay.) if God was, would actually 
| andneceſfarily be in them, do bring their own wic- 


ked 
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ked Doubting and.,Denying of: God, as. Evidence 
againſt His Exiſtence,and make* their very Infidelity 
an argument for it ſelf. To which we reply, That 
God hath endu'd Mankind with Powers and Abili- 
ties, which we call Natural Light, and Reaſon, and 
Common Senſe, by-the due ule of which we cannor 
_ miſs of the Diſcovery of his Being, and this is ſuff- 
cient. Bur as to any other original Notion and Pro- 
polition,thar God is, actually imprinted on us, ante- 
cedently to. all uſe of our Faculties, | we may affirm 
againſt the Atheiſts,that the abſence of ſuch a Notion 
doth not give the leaſt preſumprion againſt.the truth 
of Religion, becauſe,though God be ſuppos'd to be, 
yet that Notion diſtin& from our Faculties. would 
not be requiſite; nor is it pretended-to by Religion. 
 Eirſt, ic would not be requiſite; becauſe, without any 
ſuch primitive Impreſſion,we can eafily attain.to the 
knowledge of the Deity: by the ſole uſe of. our Na- 
tural Reaſon. And again, fuch an Impreſſion would 
have render'd-the Belief:of a God irre{tſtible. and ne- 
 cellary, and thereby have bereaved. it of. all that'is 
good and acceptable init. For as by taking away 
the Freedom of Human Will,and making us meer 
 Machins under fatal. Ties and Impullſes,it would de- 
ſtroy the very nature of Moral Vertue.;; ſo likewiſe 
as to Faith,there would be nothing worthy of praiſe 
and recompence.in it, if there were left. no poſſibility 
| of 
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6 A Confutation-of Athetſm 
»of -Doubting or-Denying. 'And ſecoudly, ſuch a Ta- 
+dical Truth, that 'God'is, ſpringing up together with 

the eſſence of the Soul, - and previous to all other - 

Thoughts,is not pretended to by Religion. Noſuch 
thing, that Iknow of , is affirmed or ſuggeſted by 
the Scriptures.” There are ſeveral Topics there uſed 
-againſt the Atheiſm and'Idolatry'of the Heathens ; 

ſuch-as the viſible marks of | Divine' Wiſdom and 
- Goodneſs inthe works/of the Creation; the vital Uni- 
-on: of Souls with Matter, and the admirable Stru- 

cure of animate Bodies, and the like. Butif our A- 

poſtle had afferted ſuch an anticipating! Principle 

engraven-upon our Souls before all'Exerciſe of Rea- 
ſon; whar-did he talk of ſeeking the Lord, if haply they 
.rmight feel after him-and \fmnd'him: ſeeing that if the 
knowledge of him was-in' that manner innate.and 
perpetual, there would be no occaſion of ſeeking,nor 
any hap or hazard in the-finding. Such an'Inſcrip- 
tion-would-be:ſclfevident without any Ratiocinati- 

-on or Study,and could not fail-conftantly-to-exert its 

Energy:intheir- Minds, What did hetalk-of the H- 
known God, and ignorantly wor ſhipping ; -when if ſuch 

an” Original Signature-were always inherent- in their 

hearts; God could not be unknownto, or ignorant- 
ly worſhipp'd/ by/any? Thar-primary- 11s oy 

-would-have' been clear,and -diſtin&t,and efficacious, 

and:univerſal in the minds of Men; S/Paul therefore, 


ic 
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it appears, had. no apprehenſion of ſack a Firſt No- 
tion ; nos made uſe.of is for/ant argument; which 
(ſeeing that whoſoever hathlit,, muſt needs know 
thac he hach ir); if ic be not believed before by the 
Adverfary,.isfalſe ; and if it'be-believed, is ſuperflu- 
ous ; -/and; is,'of {o: frail and-bricnle a; texture, thac 
whereas other: arguments are: not anſwered by bare 
denying without contrary Proof, the meer doubting 
and disbelieving of this muſt be granted to be ip/o 

fafto the breaking and contuting of it, "Thus much 
; therefore we have proved againſt the: Atheiſt ; that 
ſuch an original irrefiſtible Notion is neither requi- 
fire upon ſuppoſition of a Deity,nor is pretended to 
by Religion; ſothat neither the Abſence of it is any 
Argument againſt che Being of God,nor a ſuppoſed 
falſe Aſſertion'of it aniobjeftion againft the Scripture. 
"Tis enough. that all axe furniſh'd wich ſuch Natural 
Powers and Capacities; that if they ſeriouſly reflect, 
if they ſeekthe Lord with meditation and ſtudy, they 
cannot fail of finding and diſcovering;him :: whereby 
God is not left without ivitneſs, but the Atheift without 
excuſe. And-now I. haſte to the Second Propoſition 
deduced. from the Text, and the argument of my 
preſent Diſcourſe, "That the organical Structure of 
humane Bodies, whereby they are fitted to live, and 
move, and be. vitally informed by: the Soul, is un- 
queſtionably the workmanlhip of a moſt wiſe, and 
powerful, and beneficent Maker. Firſt, 
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Firſt ;.*cis -allowed'/ and: acknowledged by: all 
parties, | that ithe Bodies! of | Men *and' other 'A- 
nimals are excellently well ”fitred / for | Life, 
and . Motion, | and Senſation; 'and' the © feve- 
ral Parts of them well adapted and. accommo- 
dared to. their particular /Pun&tions.: The Eyeis very 
proper and meetfor Seeing, the Tongue for raſting 
and ſpeaking, the Hand for holding and lifting, and 
ren thouſand Operations beſide: and ſo for the in- 
ward Parts; the Lungs are ſuitable for Reſpiration, 
the Stomach for Conco&tion, the Laceous' Veſſels 
for the Reception of the Chyle, the Heart for the 
Diſtribution of the Blood to all the parts of the Body. 
This is matter of Fa&t,and beyond all diſpute; and 
in effect is no more than to ſay, that Animals are 4ni- 
mals; for if theyweredepriv'd of theſe Qualifications, | 
they ocdld not be ſo. This therefore is not the mac:- 
ter in Queſtion between'us and the Atheiſts : Bur 
the Controverlie is here, We, when we conſider fo 

many conſtituent x parts in'the Bodies of Men, all ad- 
mirably compacted i into ſonoble an Engine; in each 
of the very Fingers, for example, there are Bones, 
and'Griſtles, and Ligaments, and Membranes, and 
Muſcles, and Tendons, and Nerves, and Aiveries. 
and Veins, and Skin, and Curicle,” and Nail ; ; toge- 
ther with Marrow, and'Fat, and Blood, afid other 
Nutritious —orprnte ; and all thoſe ſolid 'Parts of 'a 
determi-. 
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determinate Size,and Figure, and Texture, and Situ-. 
ation ; and each of them made up of Myriads-of 
little Fibres and Filaments, not diſcoverable by-the 
naked Eye: Iſay,when we confider how innumera- 
ble parts muſt conſtitute ſo ſmall a member, as the © 
Finger, we cannot look upon: it or the whole Body, 
wherein appears ſo much Fitneſs and Uſe,and Sub- 
ſerviency to infinite Functions, any otherwiſe than 
as the effect of Contrivance and Skill, and conle- 
quently cheWorkmanſhip of a molt Intelligent and 
Beneficent Being. And though now the Propagation 
_ of Mankind is in a ſettled method of Nature,the in- 
ſtrument of God : yet we affirm thar its frſt Produ- 
tion was by the immediate Power of the Almighty 
Author of Nature: and that all ſucceeding Genera- 
tions of Men are the Progeny of one primitive Cou- 
ple. This is a Religious Man's account of the Frame 
and Origination of himſelf. Now the Atheiſts agree 
with us, as to the Fitneſs of Man's Body and its ſe- 
veral Parts to their various Operations and FunC&ti- 
ons (for that is viſible and paſt all contradi&tion) bur 
they vehemently impugn,. and horribly dread. the 
Thought, Thar this Uſefulneſs of the Parts and the 
Whole ſhould firſt ariſe from Wiſdom and Delign. 
So that here will be the point in debate,and the fub- 
je&t of our preſent, Undertaking ; . Whether this ac- 
knowledged Fitneſs of Human Bodies mult. be 
B attributed 
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xttribured,as we ſfay,to a wiſe and good God, or, as 


the Atheiſts averr, to dead, ſenſleſs. Matter. "They 


- have contrived ſeveral tricks and methods of Deceit, 
one repugnant to another, to evade (if poſſible ) chis 
moſt cogent Proof of a Deity ; All which I will pro- 


poſe and refute: and I hope to make it appear, that 


here, as indeed every where, bur here certainly, in 
the great Dramatick Poem of Nature, is dignus Deo 
vindice Nodus, a neceſlity of introducing a God. 
And firſt, I will anſwer what Exceptions they can 
have againſt Our account: and: ſecondly, I will 
confute all the Reaſons and Explications they can 
give of their Own. 
x. Firft, I will anfwer what Exceptions they can 
have' againſt Our account of the Production of 
Mankind. 'And they may object, That the Body it 
ſelf, though pretty good in irs Kind and upon'Their 
FHpotheſts, nevertheleſs doth not look like the Work: 
manfhip of ſo great a Maſter, -as is pretended by 
Us; thar/infinite Wiſdom, and Goodnels, and Pow. 
wer,would have beſtowed upon us more Senſesthan 
five, or at leaſt theſe five in a much higher Pere. 
Rion ; thar we could never have come our. of the 
Hands of the Almighty,fo ſubject to numerous Dil. 
eaſes;fo obnoxiousto violenr Deaths ;' and, at beſt, 
of fach # ſhort and'tranſicory Life. They can no 
more aſcribe ſo ſorry an Effect to an Omniſcient 


Caule, 
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Cauſe, than ſome ordinary piece of Clock:work 
with a very few motions and uſes, and thoſe conti- 
_ nually out of order, and quickly at an end, to the 
beſt Artiſt of the Age. Bur to this we reply: Firſt, 
as to the five Senſes, it would be raſh indeed to af- 
firm, That God, though he had pleaſed, could nor 
have endued us with more, But thus much we niay 
averr, That though the Power of God be infinite 
and perfect, yet the Capacities of Matter are within 
limits and bounds. Why then doth the Atheiſt fit. 
ſpect thar there may poſſibly be any moreways'of 
Senſation than what we have already ? Hathhe an 
Idea, or Notion, or Diſcovery of any more? Sofar 
from that, that he cannot make any addition or 
progres in thoſe very Senſes he hath, further than 
they themſelves have informed: him. He cannat 1- 
magine one new Colour, or Tafte, or Smell, 'befide 
thole that have actually fallen under his relpeRtive 
Senſes. Much leſs can hethat is deſtitute of an entire 
Senſe, have any Idea or Repreſentation of'it; as one 
that is born Deaf hath no Notion of Sounds ; 
Blind, of Colours and Light. ” If then the At 
can have? no Imagination of more Senſes tharive, 
why doth he ſuppoſe that a Body is capable of more ? 
"If we had double or triple as many, there might Atl 
berthe lame ſuſpicion for a greater nimber without 
end; and therefore in both caſes*ts cqually-unrea- 
B 2 ſonable 
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 ſonable and groundlels. -Secondly,we affirm, that our 
Senſes have that degree of Perfection which is moſt 
fir and ſuitable to our Eſtate and Condition. If the 
Eye were lo piercing, as to deſcry even opake and 
lictle Objects a hundred Leagues off, ic would do us 
lictle ſervice, it would be erminated by neighbou- 
ring Hills and. Woods, or in the largeſt and even- 
£ſt plain by che very Convexity of the Earth, un- 
leſs we could always inhabic the tops of diounteins 
and:Clifts, or,had, Wings too' to fly, aloft, when we 
thada maine; to take a Proſpect. And if mankind had 
had Wings (as perhaps ſome extravagant- Atheiſt 
maythink us deficient in that) all the World muſt 
have. conſented to clip them ; or elſe Human Race 
had been extinct before this rime,nothing upon thar 
ſuppoſition being ſafe from Murder . and Rapine. 
.Or if the Eye: were ſo acute, as.to rival-the fineſt Mi- 
croſcopes, and to diſcern the ſmalleſt Hair 1 upon the 
leg of a Gnat, it would be a curſe and not a bleſſing 
to us;. it, would. make all things | appear rugged 
and deformed ; the moſt finely poliſh'd. Chryſtal 
-would be uneven and rough : The fight of our own 
ſelves would affright us : The ſmootheſt Skin would 
be beſer all over with ragged Scales,and briſtly Hairs. 
And beſide,we could not ſee at one view above what 
is. now the- ſpace of an Inch, and it would-take a 
| conſiderable time. to ſurvey the then mountainous 
bulk 
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bulk of our own Bodies. Such a Faculty of ſight ſo 
diſproportion'd co. our other Senſes and to the Ob- 
jects about us would be very little better than Blind- 
nels it ſelf. And again, God hath furniſhed us with 
Invention and Induſtry, fo that by. optical Glaſ- 
ſes we.can more-than fupply that imaginary defect 
of our own Eyes, and diſcover more remote and 
minute Bodies with that aſſiſtance than perhaps the 
moſt whimſical Atheiſt would defire to dowithour 
it. So likewiſe if our. Sence of Hearing were exalted 
proportionably to the former,what a miſerable con- 
dition would Mankind be in? What whiſper could 
be low enough,but many would over-hear it? What 
Afﬀairs, that moſt require it, could be tranſacted 
with ſecrecy ? and whither could we retire from 
perpetual humming. ang Dzzng ? every breath of 
"Wind would incommode and diſturb us: weſhould 
have no quiet or ſleep in the filenteſt nights and moſt 
ſolitary places; and we mult inevitably be ſtricken 


Deaf or Dead with the noiſe of a clap of Thunder. 


And the like inconveniences would follow, if the 
Senſe of Feeling was advanced to ſuch a degree, as 
the Atheiſt requires. How could we ſuſtain the preſ- 
fure of our very Cloaths in ſuch a condition ; much 
leſs carry burthens and provide- for conveniences 


of Life 2 We, could not bear the aſſaulr of anInſeq, 


or a Feather, or a puff of Air without. pain. There 


are 
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are examples now of wqunded erſons, that have 


roared for anguiſh and tormene ar the diſcharge of 
Ordnance, though at a very great diſtance; whar 
inſupportable torture then ſhould we be under upon 
alike concuſſion in the. Air, when all the whole Ba. 
dy would have the tenderneſs of a Wound? In'a 
word, all the Changes and Emendations that the 
Atheiſts would make in our Senſes, are fo far from 
being Improvements, that they would prove the 
utter Ruin, and Extirpation of Mankind. 
Bur perhaps they may have betrer ſuccels in their 
complaints about the Diſternpers of the Body and 
the Shortneſs of Life. We do not wonder indeed, 
that, the Atheiſt ſhould lay a mighty ftreſs ug 
this Objection. For to a man that places all his Hap 
pineſs in che Indolency and Pleaſure .of che Body, 
what can be more tertible than Pain or a Fit of So 
neſs? nothing but Death alone, the moſt dreadful 
thing in the world. When an Arheiſt reflects upon 
Death, his very Hope is Deſpair ; and*tis the, crown 
and 'rop of his Wiſhes, thar it may prove his urrer 
Diſſolution and Deſtruction. No Sion if an 
Atheiſt had, had the making of himſelf, he. would 
have framed a Conſtitution thar could have ke 
Pace with his inſatiable Luft,” been invincible by 
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But 


 - Manat his: firſt Origin was a Vellel of Honour, 
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But| we anſwer ; | Firſt, in the words of St. Paul: 
Nay, but, 0 Man, who art thou, that replieſt againſt Rom.g.20. 
God* ſhall the thing formed. jay to him that formed it, 

Why haſt thou made me thus * We adore and magni- 
fie his moſt, holy Name for: his-undeſerved Mercy 
towards us, that he made us. the Chief of the viſible 
Creation; and- freely acquit his :Goodnels from a- 
ny imputation of Unkindneſs, that he has placed us 
no Higher. Secondly, Religion gives us a very good 
account! of : thei preſent Infirmity-rof : our Bodies. 


when he:came, firſt out:of the Hands: of the Potter ; 
endued with.all imaginable Perfections of the Ani- 
mal Nature; till by Diſobedieace and Sin, Diſ- 
caſes andiDeath-came firſt into the World. -Thirdhy,, 
The Diſtempersof the Body are-not ſo formidable 
to a Religious Man, as they are to-an Atheiſt ; He 
| hath a quite different judgment and apprehenſion 
about them : he is willing to believe, that our pre- 
ſent condition is better for i1s-in the Iflue, than thar 
uriihterrupted Healch and Security, that the Arheift 
deſires; which would ſtrongly tempt us to forget 
God and the concerns of a better Life. Whereas 
now he receives a Fit of Sicknels, as the T2yTeiz ms 
TzTeg;, the kind Chaſtiſement and Diſcipline of his 
Heavenly Father, to wean his affections from the 
World, where he is but as on a Journey; and to 
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fix his choughts:and deſires on things above, __ 
i his Country,and his Dwelling is: that where he hath 
placed his 7reaſure and Concerns, there his heart 
may be alſo. Fourthly, Moſt of the Diſtempers thac 
are incident to-us/are: of 'our own making, the cf- 
te&ts of abuſed Plenty; 'and Luxury, ' and muſt nor 
be charged\-upon 'our Maker ;/ who: notwithſtand- 
ing out of the. Riches. of his Compaſſion hath 'pro- 
vided for us ſtore of excellent Medicines, to:allevi- 
ate in'a great't meaſureirhoſe-very Evils: which we 
bring upon our' ſelves. -/And:now weiareicome to 
to:the laſt: objection of the: Aclieiſt, \/Thar Life' is 
too ſhorr. Abb for him, whar'pity *tisthat he can- 
not wallow immorcally in' his { _ Pleaſures! It 
his--Life were many whole A ger than. it is, 
he would ftill make Vs ſame y ar. omplaint,Brevis eft 
"T7 0 frubtus homullis;" For Erennknhy and that's :the 
he-trembles ar, 'is every whit as long after 

a thouſand years as akeer fifty. Bur Religion gives 
us a better proſpe&t and makes us look beyond the 
gloomy Regions of Death with [Comforc and /De- 
light: When this corruptible' ſhall put on incorruption, 
and this mortal put ' on immortality. We are ſo far 
from repining at God, that he hath-not'extended 
the '/period of our Lives to the Longevity of the 
Antediluvians; that we give hina thanks for con- 
rating} qo Wa of our Trial, and” receiving us 
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more maturely: into thoſe Everlaſting Habications 
above, that he, hath! prepared-for-us;:: : :c:5l2 [120ht 
| And now'thar. have anſwer'd/all the Atheiſts 
Exceptions/againit Our account/'of the Production 
of Mankind, 1 come/in:the:next- place: to:examine all 
the Reaſons and JF ar! acyl can RE of [thei 
OWN} /} | ft 39 07 Ht; q 
: The Acheifts upon this occaſio on are. adivideds into 
Secs, - and (which. is themarkiandicharacter of, Er: 
_ r9r;);argat variance: and/repugnancy: with each'o- 
ther and-wichthemſclves..-. Some of them-willchave 
Maakindito have been thus fromall Ecetnaty.;. -But 
the reſt, do/ not approve-of any-infinite Suceeſſions} 
but are Polidive or. a-beginning ;-andrhiey-alfo-are 
” ws ivided:linto. three Paxties :: the ft aſcribe the 
Origin; of-Men:to the Influence of-the/Stars:upon 
ſome extraordinary Conjunion;or Aſpe&t:- Others 
again reject all Aſtrology ; and: ſome of thele,me- 
chanically produce /Mankind: at: the very, firſt-Ex: 
periment bythe action of the-Sng dzpen;dily;.pre- 
pared: Mattes':// butathers-are,ratherof opinion,ithar 
alter infinite:blundering; and miſcurying our-Bo- 
dics at . laſt /happen'd and jump/d- into! this Biguze 
by .meer Chance; and: Accident./; "There's,ne At 
theilt -in; the world, ithatzeaſons: about-his Infdeli- 
ty! ;(which.God knows met of ther-n6yer do) bus 
he "_ one of theſe; $/00 - L will refuce 
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them every onc/in the ſame order char! have na- 
med them: the:rwo former inthe preſent Diſcoutte; 
neon the others:for another occaſion; | 
1./And' Firſt, the Opinion of thoſe Atheiſts that 
will have:Mankind; and other Animals to have ſub- 
latted rhus-erernaly-m 4nfinice: Generations already 
paſt, will-be found ro be flat Nonſence and Con- 
rradiction ' ro-it ſelf, : and: repugnant alſo+ ro! mat- 
cer of Fabt. |. Firſt, 5it'-is contradiction to- its ſelf. 
Infinite Generationsof Mer (they ſay) are already 
paſband go ne: \bur-wharſoever is; now'paſty was 
once ally preſene-;ſothar eachpob thoſe Infinite 
Generations was! oncein'irs turn} actually- preſent 
cherefore all EXCEPT | Qne Generation were jonce fii- 
cure and-not\in, being, -which deftroys:the weryiſilp. 
poſitions: Forclher-that- One Generarſoiv ruſt's 
tolf have been Infinite; which''is'Nonſetife 5 i” '6t 
ie-was' the” Finite! Beginting -of Infinite -Gerieta: 
tiohs! betwert ir ſelf and/us, which is: Infinity: ter- 
ritatediatiboth etids; whichisnonfence! as before. 
alin iThfifite vtrugr mega yer [Men have been 
once aQually preſent: therefore there:may:be ſome 
one Man of then given, that was ar inhiaite diſtance 
from: _ flow: therefore: that man's*Soh ' _ 
fu forty-years: Fouriger' than his Fat was 
foppok at en diſtance fro! 'usor/at finite: Pekiae 
Son too 'whs at infinite diftance from us, then'one 
£11962 Infinite 
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Infinite is longer by Ke Bama at hep . whack 
K 2bſivd : if at Bak: en forty years added ro fi: 
rite makes it infos! which 6 A as res As the'd\ 
ther. 'And' again, "The nurtber of 'Men that' are 
atready dead ard gone is infinite, as they ay: bur 
the rtamiber &f the Eyes of thofe rhen'muſt*nectf: 
ſarily be twice as tnuch as har of the men then: 
elves, and: that of the Fingers ten times as much, 
and that of the Hairs' of their Heads thouſands i 
times.'  So'that we have here one Infinite niitrtbet 
twice, 'ten times, and thouſands of times'as great 
as another, which is contradidtion' again. Thus 
we fee it is impoflible in_it felf, that any ſiceeſiive 
durationſhould'be: actially arid poſitively inficiite 
or have' infltiite facceffrons” dteady gone and pit 
Neither can theſe- Difficiilties be* applied to ASE: 
ternal Duration of "God Almighty.” "For th6udh 
we cannot'tormprehiend* Ecerhity and Infliiiry ; yet 
weumderſtand what they arenbr. "And fomething, © 
we are ſafe; mift have Exifted from all Erertity,; 
becauſe all chirigs coult not emerge” atid' fart ont 
of Nothing Sothat if this pre-exiffent Ereraiiry is 
not- com © le with a Ke Dorarion, as we 
clearly” AE diftinetly ive that it is not; "then 
it remains; that ſorne An , thong infinitely "2669+ 
our finite compretfedſioiis, wiftHive Had 4h (A 
cical, invariable”Conrinuance from alt Eternity ; 
C 2 which 
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T ban Ben 15.n0 ET than. God: ... Forjas his Ne 
ture. is.. per! et. and immutable. without the leaft 
ſhadow of: change ; ſo his Eternal Duration is per- 
manent and indiviſible,. not meaſurable by Time 
and Motion, nor to. be. computed, by, number of 
lucceſlive Moments, \ One day with . the Lord. is. as'd 
thaujand 3 Jears,)- and a thouſand Jears-45. one day. 

And Secondh, . this Opinion of infinite Caen. 

tions 1s repugnant likewiſe to. Matter of; Fact. . 'Tis 

a . Truch beyond oppoſition, thar the univerſal Spe- 

cies. of Mankind hath. had a radual increaſe, not- 
withſtanding . what,: War, , and Famine, and, Peſti- 

l ce, and. Floods, : and; Conflagrations, and the 
Religi ious Profeſſion of Celibacy, and, other Cauſes, 

may ar, certain periods, of, time have, interft pted/and 
retarded it. . 'This.is manifeſt; from, the. Hiſtory, of 

Vi 0b- the Jewiſh Nation, from che account. of the Roman 


ooo the Ce enſus, and Regiſter of our Own Country, where 
partaliy th Of PI roportion, of Bs, to, Burials is. found. upon 
obſeryation. x  be-yearly, as Fifty to Forty. . Now 

p; Man nkind  d 0, Suid wg though. never. ſo ſlowly; 

bur. one : Coup & ſuppoſe in an Age; 'tis enough to 
eyince the falſh laod of Infinite Generations already 
expired. | For though. an. Atheiſt ſhould contend, 

he chexe v were ten tho 11 d mull jon couple of Man- 

now 1n beings (chat We may. allow him: mul. 
ride ©.Fnpug bh). ts: bur going back ſo.many Ages, 


and 
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 fromthe;Origia of Human Badies. 
and. erdeſcend to.a ſingle Original Pair,” And 'tis 
all one. in reſpect of Eternal Duration yer behind, 
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Ages ago, or date it from'.the late Ara of about 
Six. 'Thouland.,years:1,, And, moreover |chis recent 


; i - 


beginning. of the world .is, fur! her eſtabliſhed from 
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the. known Original, of. Empires; and Kingdoms, 
and the Invention. of Arts and. Sciences: whereas 
if infinite Ages of: Mankind had already, preceded, 
there*could}, nothing have been, left, ro be. invented 
or improyed by the ſucceſsful induſtry and curio- 
{ity of our.own-. ''The Circulation, of the Blood, 
and the Weight and; Spring, of the Air. (which is as 
it were, the Viral Pulle and the, great Circulation of 
Natureyand of more importance:in all Phyſiology, 
than anyone; Invention, fince the beginning of Sci. 
ence ). .had.never lain hidden ſo. many myriads of 
Generations, _ and- been, reſerycd: for a late happy 
Diſcovery by. two great Luminaries, of this Iſland. 


I know the Arhcift may endeayour to evade this by 
ſuppoſing, Thar, chough Mankind have been from 
everlaſting, 'and have perpetually encreas'd by ge- 
neration ;... yet at certain great. periods there may 
be univerſal Deluges, which may not wholly .cx: 
ringyiſh Mankind {for they ll-ay, there is nor Wa 
ter enough-in Nature for that). but may cover the 
Earth toſuch a Height, that none but a few Moun- 
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Rive; and * yer Beikb Hicerate'Raftieks Cis'Viornt 
rainers always' are) they*can' 'Preſeive no Memoirs 
of former” times, nor 'propagate”'any_Stichces: or 
Airs: and fo'the werld'muſt ficeds'BE thou} p 5 
Poſtetiry to have begin 'at/ ith periods!” 
this'P anfwer;”  Firft; *FThat'y pore=this es wn 
there muſt have been infitiite Dehiiges already: paſt: 
for if ever this Atheiſt admits of: a firſt Deluge, he 
is itr the fame-nooſe that he was!” For thetithe he muſt 
afſert, That there were infinite generations and an 
infinite increaſe” of ' mankitid/ before” that firſt De: 
luge ; and then the Earth could not receive them, 
but the infinice Bodies of Men muſt” occupy an in- 
finire ſpace, and then all the Viatcer of the Univerſe 
miſt be humane Body,” ar other 'abſtitdities'that 
follow ir, which'are infinite too. ' Biir if he fays, 
That there have been' infinire* Deluges ercrofore, 
this'is impoſſibility ty again; ; for-all that T ſaid before 
againſt the 'Notioir of infinite” j MF Genetarions,” is 
alike applicable ro-this.”  Setdndly,” 'Stch' URenſal 
Deluges (feeing the Daty is now exclude rnuft 
be produced 3 in a. natural way: and therefore gra: 
dually, and'nor. itt ar ſtant; and rherh e(be- 
caliſe the tops of Mountains they" fap arc never 
overfloiwn} the'civilized people may'elcape thirhes 
ont of Villages and Ciries 5 and cortfequently;" 2- 
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| che Atheiſt; Art$/and Sciences; and Hiſtories, 
oy be preſerved,- ; ad defived "to the ſucceeding 
world. Thirdly, Levis itmagin he whole Terra- 
ons Globe with is Armolphete about ir; Whar 
is-there here, thar ean' 'naturay: effect art Univer. 
Ca Dduge? "If :you Would drown'6tic Cguntry of 
Curtihene with Raitis'and Itvindati6fis, hes muſt 
borrow'your Vapor and" Water 'frons ſome other 
part'of: che Globe:' You can never overflow all 
at'9 tHriel- 'IF-theAtmioſphett-ic felf was reduced 
wad nr think ie” poſſible )-ir would 
N 66 tHAKe HO above} } ſoot deep, which would 
ſoon'be ſwaldwed: up by the cavity of the Sea, 
aid the depreſſed parts of the Eatth; 'and be-a very 
feeble attttip ks att Univerſal Deluge:*But 
then why irnrtenſe W ctght' cherelabove, thar-muſt 
overtoine' the expatiſiveforee of the Airkand Conn 
pref it' into neat! the! thoufandth pare of the room 
chatit now cakes up? Fe, that acknowledge a God 
Almighty, Cari sive an account of one Peiuge; b 
yin iE was! mmiraculous'; -bectit would'be. 4 little 
ſratige to ſee an Atheiſt have recourſe to a Mira: 
cle; and that nor. once only, but upon infinite oc: 
caſtons. Bur perhaps they may endeavour to prove 
the poſſibility of -fuch/ 2 | naval Deluge, by bor- 


engl adiaiioneNoriey and pretending, That 


wk i8e of Nature may be now quite «changed 
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24 v4 Confutation of. Atbetſm.cc;\ 
from what;is was -and:that; formerly. the whole . 
Collection of Warers might be an, orbieular, Abyſs, 
arched over with an. exterior Cruſt or Shell of Earth; 
and/that the breaking and fall of;this Craft might 
naturally. make a Deluge... I'll allow; the, Atheiſt all 
the fair. play, in.che, world, Let;us fuppole. the Fall 
of this, imaginary Cruſt, i,-Fir/t; It ſtems-ro,be;inv 
poſlible, but that all the; Inhabitanes ofthis, Cruft 
mult be daſh'd to. pieces.in its Ruins. ; Sg, that this 
very Notion brings44s to the, neceſlity;of anew pro- 
ductior;iof Men; tq evade which. it) is introduced 
fell; then'it had; in its own conſtitution. ajtendency 
towards 4 [Fall ;.;that is, .it was: more; likely and in- 
clinable, to. fall :this:chouſand Years, ſuppoſe, than 
the laſt,|; But /if the; Crult was jabyays; gradually 
nearer and-nearer to, falling ;7\char-plainly.-evinces, 
that,.ir, had, not. etdured, eternally. before: ics Fall. 
For) let them align any. imaginable period for. its 
cording, coi the, ſuppoſition), the unmealurable; du 


an, Atheiſt ſuppoſe, to rebuild-a.new Arch out; of 
the ruins of the other.2..; Bug hays ſhewn: before, 
that rhis Atheiſt hath. need- of infinite, Deluges:to, c: 
fect his delign.; and therefore Fll leave him.to ; CON- 
4 ME, trive 
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trive how'to rnake/infinire Cruſts'ohe upon the back 

of /anorher';” and now-procted to cxamine:in the 
ſecond- place , The' Aſtrological *Explication” of 

che Origin of Men.-- SREy 8 0 CN Friis 

2, 'If you ask one'of this Party; what Evidence: 
he-is able' ro prodiice for the truch' of his. Art, he: ©... 
may-perhaps offer ſome Phyſical Reaſoris for age” |; 
neral influence of the Stars upon terreſtrial-bodies * © 
bur as Aſtrology is conſider'd as a'Syſtem of Rules 

and' Propoſicions, he will 'nor pretend to'give 'any 

reaſon of ir'2 priori; but: reſolves all that'into Tra- 

dition fromthe Chaldeans and AZgyptians, who firlt 

learnt ir by long/ obſervation, and tranſmitred it 

down to Poſterity ; and that now ic is daily: con+ 
firmed by Events, which are experienced'to anſwer 

che 'Predictions. - This is all that'can' be (aid for 
Aftrology as'an Aft. So that the whole Credibility 

of this Planetary production of Mankind muſt de- 

pend upon Obſervation. Bur are they able to ſhew 
among all the Remains of the'Chaldaick: Obſervati- 

ons for four hundred' and ſeventy thouſand years 

( as' they pretended) any Tradition of ſuch a Pro- 
duction ? So far from that, that the Chaldeans be: 

lieved the world and: rriankind to have been. from 
everlaſting; which opinion T have refuted before. 
Neither/can the Egyptian Wizards with: their long 
Caralogue'of Dynaſties, and Obſervations for in- 
numerable Years, ſupply the Atheiſts with one in- 
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——Tance = ſuch a Creation, Where are the fragn 
of Petofiris and Necepſo, that may counteriance this 
| Aﬀertion? I believe if they had; had ay example 
of men born out of the Soil, they would rather 
S-DiedwlSicuka, Wh r. ca, AVE Afcribed it. to, the fruirfull Mud 


mer race x7 Sex agh | of the Nile. (as they, did: the breed- 
Tir andre Jobs & zl ing of; Frogs, and Mice, and Mon- 
: —T by rh pie '= ſters) chan to the efficacy of Stars. 
_— Bur with, the leave of theſe Fortune- 
ellers, did the Stars do. this fear once only, which 
gave beginning to Human Race 2, or. have. they 
trequently done. ſo, and may. do, it again ?| If fre- 
quently, why is. not this Rule deliver'd in Ptolemy 
and Albumafar ? If once. only at the beginning, 
then, how came it to be diſcover'd ? Wha were there 
then:in the: world, |ro; obſerve the Births. of- theſe 
Eift, Men, , and caloulacs their Nativiries, - as. they 
ſpraw'ld | out of Ditches > Thoſe Sons. of Earth 
were. very wile Children. if they themfelves knew, 
thar, the Stars were their Fathers... Yaleſs we are; to 
imagine,, thar they underſtood the Phagets and the 
Zodiack by info and fell ro drawing Schemes 
of their: own Horoſcopes, in the ſame Duſt they 


Vitruvius, {ib.g. « 4; Lucrer. ſprung our. of ? For TIDY; part | can 


1h. 5. Ut Bahnico\Ghaldgen have no, great veneration tor:Chalda: 


Socratis: Sex il (Lane) wy ick Anciquny ; 7 when. lie they could 
Op Grade nor, diſcover..in ſo, many. thauſand 
4 ay 2 em oge BURY 269 that. the Moon. was, at opake 
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Body, and. received het Light from che'Siln, Bis 
ſuppoſe their "Obſt rvations had beet fever ſo ac: 
Eurate, it could add no Authority to modern Aﬀtro. 
logy, "which is bbtrowed from the Greeks. 'Tis 
well known thar Beyofius, or his Scholars, new mo- 
delled and adapted' the Babylonian Dodtrines ro the 
Grecian x rant 248 "The ſuppoſed Influences of 
Aries and. Tanxus tor example, have 2 manifeſt rela: 
tion 'to the Gyecian Stories of the Ram thar cartied 
Phrixks,. and the Bull that cartied Europa. Now 
which of 'theſe is” the Copy : arid which the Origi- 


nal? 'Were'tht"EabIeraken' fromthe Influences, | 


or. the Influences from the Fables ?-che Poeticil 'Pa. 
bles; more ancient thati all Records of Hiſtory ; "6x 
che Kftislo ical Influences, *thar were not known 
ay the 'Grt "riff after” Hekaiter the” Great? But 

withoiit {ae thoſe Fabulous Tiles had'been 
many z time" told and fung to full children afleep; 
belore' ever Berifas ſet-up his rligetce Office Eh 
Coos, 1 Arid*the lame may 
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© luch as make =quilateral figures ? Why are che 


Maſculine and Feminine, che Fiery and Airy, 2nd 
Warry and Earthly Signs all placed ar ſuch regu; 
lar diſtances? Were the Virrues of the Stars diſpo: 
led in that, order and rank, on. purpoſe only ro 
make a, pretty-Diagram upon, Paper? Bur the A. 
theiſtical Aſtrologer, is doubly preſſed with this ab- 
ſurdiry.. For if there was no.Counel ar the making 
of the world, how came the Aﬀteriſms of the ſame 
nature ang energies. to be ſo; harmonioully. placed 
2r.regular jnteryals 2 And haw. could all che; Scars 
of one Aſteriſm agree. and.conſpire together/ro con; 
thiruce an Univerſal 2 , Why docs not. every ſingle 
Star hed.a feparare influences, ang haye Alpes 
with, ocher Stars of ;cheir own,Gonſtellation> Bur 
what need. there many words? As it the Jae Dif: 
coverics of the Celeſtial Bodies had. nor plainly 
detected the impoſture of Aftrology.? The Planer 
Saturn is Houng 10, have a, great Ring:that encirgles 
bum, and ;three leſſer Planets that moxe;abour him, 
We Moon:doth: aboyt<the; Earch ;, and Jupiter 
hath four Setelltes,; which, by. their, Intexpolition 
63:7a.a0d | us; make fone, hundreds of  E. 

Now; the whole Fx ibe of Aſtro- 
< of, rhele, (Planets, have 
: {,exert; { con- 


1, Paint, "Li 
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; s before, , Bur, tis now magitelt, that. when eicher 
of..them return, to. the, ſame point; the Planets. a- 
bour them,. .that \muſt make: up- an uniced Influ- 
ence with them, have a different ſituation, in reſj pect 
of. us and cach ocher, from whac they had the time 
before.: 306. Faequently; che. -Joine Influence. muſt 
be perpetuall y, varied; 2ndj;never be reducible to 
any Rules and Obferyations. Or.if the Influences 
be conveyed. hither, diſtin, yet ſometimes. ſome 
of the-Lictle Planers Fil <<tpſe the;Great one, at 
any given,point 3,30d therefore. jntercepr ,and;, gb. 
a iy che; Jnfluences,.Jicannor now. infilt on; many 
othes degnenents dedugible, from: the, late. Improve: 

rmacnts. © MW ne For. if the Earth be. not the 
Cenere,of the; Planetary, Motions,,.whar, muſt be. 
pry then-ofithe, pile tArology, hich is whol- 
red, _ joe ar Hypotheſes? And yer ne- 
toy hear under Fo wretched mi- 

= ——_ —_— of. Years, if we ate wil- 
Ying co..beliexe «hera, chey,,would all along, OY 
now, appeal to, Experience and,Fent-for-the con- © 


Eve 


fcmacion.of their, Dqetrins. | \Thar's the Cana" | 


Demonſtration. of: the. Verity of the,Science! And 
indeed} as:t9-.their-PrediRtions,/] think, our, Aſtrolo- 
gers My jAlnge $0 themſelves. _ RO Ora: 
cle;of Urefiae S36MEDEAL 30” 07 file 903 bog e3638 
10 ) on een quit _ laut: ris aut- non. (+27 
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18 "AC Corfatation of Arbiiſm 


There's reve 2" rrve "and! 4 falſe in'any ey of 
Fortune ; and a min that never hits' on the right 
fide; cannot be'called 4 bad” Giidler! \but muſt 
miſs our of deſi gh, 'and'be notably Skilfull at light: 
ing on the wrong.” And 'were'there not formerly 
as great prerenſ1 ions-to-ir from ithe ſi ſticious* 6b: 
ſervarion'of the Entrails'of Cows,' of the flying of 
Valturs; and the peckitig'of Chickeris? Nay, the 
old” {ugurs and Sourhſepers ha@"berrer reaſon to 
profeſs the-Art of 'Divining , "than the'-moderi? 
Aſtrological- Atheiſt: for Hiby: et ppoſed "here 
were” ſome'Dientons, that Yirected the" ' Indications. 
So likewiſe the' Chaldean and” Egyptian Aſtrblegers 

were much mote excuſable than He: - It was the 
Relipiort of their 'Connttics 't6' worſhip the" Stars) 
a6/WE know! Tor rnqueſtionable Aithorlty. Fhiy 

SET CUNIFD \and her hwy Gods 3a 

Ez = On merci roi 

bus aepTvs © ts. ney" migine* 

1 2G. from gk elrodta ! Faibs/-11 age bf the Six 
Sree ard; -wias lin cher ap chetihbag%Hio" Teſt 
tinh Divine Power.” "Bur art'Arheift) that'believel 
che Planers'ro'be Uatkyſoke" Sorts Bodkes! 
like rhe brite arch? He! too d0 8 911d (OE PRE 
Stars and the Sun to be inanimate  Baltxdf Wine= 
whatiReaſons: can :Hez\ads for thenictedic of 


ſuch Influences ? He acknowle ledgeth nothihg be- 
off 3 des 


from the Origin of Human Bodies. 
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| fides: Matter and Motion; fo thar all thacthe can 


conceive to be tranſmitted hither. fromthe Stars, 
muſt needs be perform'd either by Mechaniſm 
or Accident ; either of which:is-wholly-unaccount- 
able, and. the latter irreconcilable-to any Art or 
Syſtem. of: |Sctence. .:-Bur:if:both; were allowed: the 
Atheiſt; -yet as to. any production? of Mankind, 
they will | be” again refured in my- following Dif: 
courſe. 1 can preſerve a due eſteem for ſome 
great Men of: the laſt Age, before the Mechanical 
Philoſophy was: zevived,,: though 'chey were-too 
much-addicted-to- this nugatory Art... When Oc- 
cule Quality, and Sympathy and Antipathy were 
admitted for. ſatisfactory Explications of things , 
even wile and vertuous Men might ſwallow down 
any. Opinion; that was countenanced by Antiquity. 
powers and capacities of Matter are fo clearly 
underſtood ; he mult be very ridiculous himſelf, 
that doth not deride and explode the antiquated 
Folly. But we may ſee the miſerable Shifcs that 
ſome men are put to ; when that which was firſt 
| founded upon, and afterward ſupported by 7dola- 
try, is now become the tottering Sanctuary of 
Atheiſm. It the Stars. be no Deities, Aſtrology 
is groundleſs : and if the Stars be Deities, why is 
the Aſtrologer an Atheiſt > He may eaſily be no 
Chriſtian ; and *tis difficult. indeed to be both ar 
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once becauſe, as:\] have:ſaid: before, : Idolatry is 
at: the borromy, and'/by -ſubmitting:Human Adti- 


ons: and- "223k BARK to the:Influence of the Stars; 


they deſtroy . the. very- Effence | of Moral Vertue 


ConcilLa- and: the Efficacy: of |Divine Grace: -and' therefore 


Conn Atrology was juſtly//condemn'd\/by-the: Ancicat 
cole. Fathers. and Chriſtian "Emperours,: :An Aftrols- 
Col. Juſt. got} lay, may: very caſily:be\noChriſhan;; 'he 
Cod.Theo- Ay! be an: Idolater- or a Pagan **bur I. could 
;ic. 16. hardly think Aſtrology to be compatible with rank 
= Aches if!I could':ſuppoſe: any. great gifes' of 
*i:.39- Nature ts be; where: cither | do- relide.. - But - let 
him-be. what he will, he is not oy tro''do much 
burr. by his Reaſons: od Example | For wes 
it. ſelf, according ro his Principe is derived 
thei Stars.”. And he.owns,/ris:not any juſt Excep- 
tions: he hath |raken' againſt Chriſtianity, bur "es 
his: Deſtiny and\Fate4 ris Saturn-in'the Ninth 
Houle, . not. Judgmene a and; Donn, wat 
made plas an 6 Auto, 
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